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Eſt this my depar- 
rure , howlocuer in 


it ſelfe grounded 
| vpoh well-weighed 
reaſons, and being 
intructh theful-ripe 
| | — fruitc of ten yecres 
deliberation at the leaſt; yetbeing inthe 
apprehenſion of others, ſudden and vn- 
expected, ſhould by my filencebe ly- 
| A 3 able, 
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able, not onely to I know not what 
wonderment of thoſe among whom 1 
haue bene brought vp, bur alſo to the 
miſconſtructions of lin? that taſte not 
the motiues thereof ; I hold it neceſſary, 
by way of ſcaſonable preucntion, to 
uvlith to the world the true cauſesand 
grounds of this my, not heady, nor 
haſty, but duely forcthought ſecef[10n. 
Arthe firſt inſight whereinto I can- 
not but forelee , that I am like to open 
the mouthes of detractors, and backbi- 
ters, morethen a good many, who out 
ofthis my departure will picke occaſt- 
ons of declaiming , and exclaiming a- 
oainſt me, and deut{1ng {landers of me, 
as is too viuall-in ſuch caſes. But with 
the ſmoke of ſuch vaingcalumniations, 
I profeſle to G 0 Þ andthe world, Iam 
not ouermuch affe&ted. To mee, as 
to S.Paul, itis a very fmall thing to bee 
iudged of men. Let mee-forCHR1STS 
cauſe, let me bea foole, letme be baſe, let 


me bebultered, reuiled, perſecuted, de. 


famed; let me be accompred thedregs, 
and 
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and off-ſcowrings of the world ; let me 
be cuen accurſed ; may Ithe while do 
my duety to my Lord CHR 15T Ix- 
Sys, and become vietull ro my bre- 
thren in the Miniſtery ofCHxk1sT, I 
' may, I mult trample on all theſe re- 
proches. For this is my boaſting, cuen 
the teſtimony of my conſcience; that in 
{ingleneſle of hearr, and godly finceri- 
tic, not in carnall wiſedome, but by the 
grace of Gop I leaue my owne Coune 


trey, and paſſe intoanorther. It is my 
part,to approue my ſelfcas the Miniſter 
of GoD, in much patience, in afficti- 
ons, in neceflitics, in diſtreſles, in la- 
bours, through honour,anddiſhonour, 
through good report and ill report. For 
I ſeeke not my ſelfe,nor mine owne, but 
the things of CHRIST. This rather 
croublerh and perplexeth me, thar, if I 
ſhould nor ſtep forth boldly,and mecte 
with {landers and calumnies, the bene- 
fir which might accrue vato many by 
rakingnotice of my intentions, would 
be hindered; and many perhaps {till re- 


oy! ay- 
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mayning ynacquainted with my cour- 


ſes, might, in ſtead of cdification, be ra- 


ken ynawares in the ſnare of ſome ſcan- 
dall and miſdeeming of mee. For the 
helping of ſuch mens infirmitic cſpc- 
cially, are the motiues and meaning of 
this my departure thus brought vnto 
light, and ſet foorrh to the view of 
all men. MORE |. 

Thar this my voluntary remouall is 
ſuggeſted ro mee by no humane, bur 
cuen diuine vocation, I am tally relol. 
ued, nor may once doubt of it. Certes I 
know that cuery ſpirit is notouer-caſily 
to becredited : bur the ſpirits are to bee 
tryed, whether they beof Go Þ, or no, 
as wee are taught by Tohn the beloucd 
Diſciple of Cyr1sT. In theſe trials, be- 
{ides my often preſenting my lelfe vnto 
the FATHER of lights, in ſuch maner as 
My SAVIOVRK bath inſtructed mce, and 
thus continuing in the diligent ſearch 
of the Tructh for the ſpace of ten yeres, 
as I fayd, other hclpe of reſort had I 
none: No mans ( I call GoD, and my: 

| | conſci- 
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 anyarguments to in{truCt me: I vied no 
mans counſfaile: I conferred not in this 
buſineſſe with any man liuing. Not 

let any man ſurmiſe, that I drew my 

ſtrength from ſuch Bookes, as are fra- 

med againſt the doctrine ofthe Church 

of Rome. Hethat knoweth all things 

15a witneſſe ynto mee, that I have vrter- 

lIyabhorred medling with fuch prohi- 

bired ware: and if cuer any Prelate, the 

moſt dutifull obſeruant of the Court of 

Rome, hath deteſted thoſe bookes,ſure- 

ly (in the ſcare-bug feares, whichfrom 

my tender yeeres haue poſleſſed mee) I 

haue held them deteſtable aboue mea- 

ſure. And yet now, methinkes, I am ; 
no babe , who hauing ſecne almoſt . 

threefcore yeercs, ſhould beplyable to 

any mans bent,to be perſwaded to what 

hee pleaſe without cmaguonr yi api 


My vnderftanding and iudgement 
hath 
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hath neuer bene directed by any rules, 
other then thoſe , which che Spirit of 
God hath preſcribed to the holy Church 
in the Scriptures, and by guidance 
whereof, the holy OrthodoxeFathers, 
moſt renowmed and reuerenced in the 
Catholike Chutch, have inſtructed the. 
faithfull lockeof Chriſt. And thelc {a- 
cred Fathers onely ( rogether with the 
inward motions of the holy Spirit)haue 
becne the ſufficient authors of this my 
reſolution. Why therefore thould I ful- 
pect this to be the {uggelſtion of a wic- 
ked ſpirit > From ſuch ſuſpitioa I am 
further freed, becauſe T perfectly know, 
and auouch before God, that ſearcherh 
the heartandeines, that I in all this my 
deliberation, neuercalt mine eye to hu- 
mane and temporall cnds. [I thirſted 
not after Eccleiaſticall promotions, 
though they might well fol. ſutable 
to my condition. For I was already a 
Biſhop, and that not of the loweſt rank, 
but chicfc of the Prouince wherein I 
was borne , namely, Arch-biſhop of 
I 


SPALATO (formerly ſtyled of S 4- 
1.0 x) and Primate of the rwo king: 
domes DALMATIAaNdCROATIA; 
A Prelacie (why ſhould I bluſh to fay 
it? ) of as great eſtecme as any in our 
Proninces and Churches. And if I had 
longed afterany of the Romane digni- 
ties , therewas a faire way open for mee 
roward them : Burthe dittalt, which I 
rooke againſt rhe corruptions of the 
Court of Rome, made meſtill roabhor 
it. And yerthe See of Rome 1n their 
moſt weighty and publike affaires em- 
 ploycdmypainesrothe Emperour and 
Archdukes; whereof, the Popes Briefs, 
and theletrers ofthe Emperor & Arch- 
dukes, whichT haue yet ro ſhew,arefut- 
ficient witneſſes. The good officesalſo 
performed by mee toward therenow- 
med Stare of VENICE, (whoſe borne 

ſabiet Tam) haue purchaſcd their efpe- 

ciall favour rowards mee : Whereby I 

might expect to raife' my fortunes 

hitbet, if I bad gaped after any greater 

and more tranſcendent Digmries. Net- 
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b 
ther was I greedy of worldly pelfe, ha- 


uing already that competencie of ri- 
ches,which might abundantly content 


amoderate mind; ſuch as Go D by his 


grace hath vouchſafed ro endue mce 
withall : whereas in this my change of 
lace, I molt willingly embrace the 
[os both of riches, and dignities. For, 
asI fayd, I ſeeke not mine owne, bur 
the things that perraine to CHR1sT. 
Therefore notany humane proc, not 
any headie paſtion, notany worldly ne- 
ce{{itic, not any diſaſtrous chaunce, not 
any prepoſterous motiuc, wherewith 
men vle to bee tranſported violently, 
hath made me to quitthar place, wherc- 
inIfate warme enough: but what was 
the true cauſe thereof, I wil now declare 

plainely and ingenuouſlly. 
 Ihauefrommy very childhood been 
brought vp in the ſtudicofDiuinitie, 
and x oo moſt-whatamong the Ielvuites, 
and haue kept my ſelfe to (i current of 
the Schoolemen, alwaycs bending to 
the determinations of the Church of 
% Rome; 


Rome; not for ſtrength ofargument, 
bur reuerenceofauthority,with thetin- 
Cture whereof, my minde was ſodeepe- : 
ly dyed, and my vnderſtanding lo capti- 
uated, thatT refolued rather to [caue my 
life, then to letgoc my hold. Forl was 
ſofaltbound with the chaineof religi- 
ous awfulneſle, that] deetned it vnexpi- 
able facriledge, once to admit into my 
heart, any thought of contrary aſlerti- 
on; orof ſo much, as doubtfull waue- 
ringabout thoſe points. And if atany 
time I were ouertaken with any 
thought of oppoſition, or in my ſearch 
into Poly Writt, did light dls any 
thing that ſtumbled me, ftraightwayes 
Icurbed my lelfe (deeming that I was 
bound ſo to doe in point of Faith) and 
either forced my indgement to leape 
oucr all obſtacles, or elſe diuerred my 
meditations out of that roade , left I 
ſhould make or finde any flawe in the 
compoſure of thatReligion, which we, 
lilly younglings, take ypon truſt, with 
generall warrantie from our maſters. 
B 3 I can- 
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Icannot but confefle that eucry. while 
[ felt che ſparkes of G © D s ſpirit kind- 
ling within me, which T ſtill ftriucdto 
quench , bur could no morethen fmo- 
ther : they left alwayes fuch-a reftleſle 
anxiety in my minde,, accompanyed 
with deepe imprefhions of fulpition, 
which ſo {tuck to me, and grew vpto- 
octher with my ftudycs in Diuinity, 
that I could neuer ſhake them off, 

This 'my inucterate fuſpition rooke 
deepe roote by the diſtaft I had of thac 
extreme cautelouſneſle , and rigorous 
prohibition, wherein all forces, both 
Romane abroad,and leſuiricallathome 
are ftreined tothe higheſt; all eycsareo- 
pen, all doores are thut for the debar- 
ritg vs the reading , or hauingany ma- 
ner of bookes fauoring of oppofition 
 againft che.doctrine of the Church of 
Rome. | 

As forthecommonpeople,defectiue 
for the moſtpartindifcerning, and de- 
termining ſuch controuerſies, Thold ir 
not vnftt that ſome reſtrainrþe made of 

lawleſle 


lawleſſeliberte in that. kinde , left in 
{tcad of inſtruction , they ſhould lucke 
the poyſon of erroneous. opinions out 
of dangerous diſcourles. But that leat- 
ned men wel affected tothe Catholique 
faith,and eminentforrhe ſoundneſle of 
their Do@rine, that fuch olde. ſouldiers 
ſhould not bee ſuffered to view the na: . 
ked face of theirenetnie , my minde al- 
wayes told mee (and good reaſon for it) 
that ſomewhat was in the wind, which 
' was lothe to bee traced our., it young 
nouices oughtthusto behood- winked, 
yet thoſe. thathaue runne through the 
wholecourlſe of Diuinitic, thathauera- 
ken Degrees 4a that ſacred profeſhon, 
thathaue bin adyanced rothe Epiſco al 
chayre; mult wee {till bec key £10 this 

pupillage vnder. the-rodde of : Ro- 
mane Court, as not fir to dig = .and 
judge « of what we reade ? W n' th Lewd 
the Bilhoppes chaire I looked i into the 
Schooles of - the: Profeſſours ; there I 
founde allo that, which .encreaſed my 
luſpirion; the Doctors, and publique 
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Profeſſors in their ſolemne | readings 
and writings of the Controtecrhies, put- 
ting vs to take on their owne. word 
wharſocuer they alleadge , as a paſſage, 
or opinion of the aduecrſaries, and de- 
barring their auditors, ynder-payne of 
excommunication:,/from reading with 
their owne cyes the treatifes thus quo- 
tedrothem:for rhe hyd Sy v hone: 508 
and torall defacing of which kinde of 
-bookes there would not be ſuch double 
diligence vied, were there not ſome- 
whatin them ({tronger then our cham- 
pions are,vponeuen termes, able to en- 
counter. | 1430 | 
-- Asfor my ſelfe, I have alwayes had 
an inborne defire(which cuer {1nce my 
admittance into the Clergy Ihaue che- 
riſhed)'to {ce all rhe ſenerall parts'of 
Chriſtendome conſenting, and ynited 
rogether. The diſtra&ion of the Welt 
from the Eaſt, of the South from the 
North (in matters of faith) as I neuer 
could brooke, ſoI never leftfearching 
mto the cauſes of ſo lamentable a dis 
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uorce , and ſounding whether any 
mcanes might be found for the recom- 
bining, and reducing them tp their an- 
cientynion. And the morel longed ro 
ſcethis happy coniunction,the greater 
was my inward gricfe, to bcholdethe 
manifold diviſtons among the Profel- 
ſors of Chriſtianitic, the emturinuery 
and vnquenchable broyles berweene 
the Kiſh; renowmed Ghurches, the 
Jhamctull cutring, and* tearing of the 
ſcamleſſe garment of our SAv1ovR. 
This con{1deratzon, this compaſſion,ſo 
jult,ſo neceſſary,hath in deepe meaſure 
ſcized ypon mec, poſſeſſing my heart 
with no ſmall anxietie, and ceaſeth not 
daily yet more and more to grow vp- 
on mce. WI! 

Bur (to returne co my narration) I 
being aboue rwentie yeeres {ince pre- 
terred ro be a Gouernorin the Church, 
and made Biſhop of SEGN1 Aa my Fa- 
thers the Teſuirs did not take it yery wel, 
as knowing me to. be no doc-naught, 
or, droane, vnprofitable for their; $0- 

dls | L C1CLIC 
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cictie (wherof I neither boaſt, nornow 
paſſe any whitar all, hauing learned to 
{et a lowe price onall humane reputa- 
rion,other then that, which auaileth for 
the aduancing of Go D s ſeruice) but 
yet, that both hopetull, and helpetull 
they found, and acknowledged me, it 
appearcth, in that, when I was very 
young, and the halfe of my time of 
probation yer vnexpired, they employ 
cd me toreade the publicke Humanitie 
Lecture in the Schooles at VERONA. 
Before my entrance into the Order of 
Prieſthood I was by them made the 
publicke Reader of the Mathematique 
Lecureat PADVvA; wherelreceiued 
good cncouragement by the fulneſle 
ofmy Auditory. At BKEsS1 a they. 
made me Profeſſor firſt of Rhetorique, 
then of Logique, and laſtly of Philoſo- 
phic. In the Churches they many 
times purmecforward to preach onthe \ 
ſolemne Feaſt dayes, More then once 
they layd vpon mee the managing of 
their priuateaffaires of noſmall impor- 
rance. 


IS. 
tance. Ina word, intheſe, and allother 
employments any wayes belonging to 
the Socictic,thcy had me alwayes an A- 
gent preſt, and at hand for the publike 
{cruice. In which, regard well might 
they looke awry at my being plucked 
from them by aduancement to a Bi- 
ſhopricke : Which calling mee abroad 
ynto Eccleſiaſticall funfion , was the 
firſt mcanes of my deſcending,from the 
moſtſublimared and aereall diſputes of 
the Schoolemen,downe into the lover 
region of praCticall application, and re- 
ducing my ſtudies tothe cureof foules, 
and ouerftehtof the Church. And be- 
cauſeT held preaching to bean inſepara- 
rable part * the office of a Biſhop,I did, 
as our Preachers are wont, employ 
ſome paynes in turning ouer ſuch Po- 
{tillers, and Lenten-homeliſts, as are 
molt current amongſt vs. But it was 
notlong, ere my ſtomach loathed that 
courſe and vnholeſome feed :1found in 
them ( and that without long ſearch) 
fuch a world of foule abuſes, «4 Scrip- 
Clis 1 rures 
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rures wryed and {trained to idle, fruit- 
leſſe, imperrinent, nay pernicious con- 
{tructions ; Diſcourſes ſtuffed with 
Apocryphall Stories, ridiculous tales, 
and fabulous Legends; the poore peo- 
ple miſerably gulled by picke-purſe 
tricks, and ryrannous yoakes put ypon 
chem vader the viſour of Piery, and 
name of Catholike Doctrine , where- 
with their fearefull conſ{ciences are 0+ 
uer-awed and en{narcd in Superſtition. 
Thele enormities I ſawe, and ſtarting 
backe with amazement, and deteſtari- 
on of them, I found it was hightime for 
meeto lcaue thoſe muddy, puddles, and 
to betake my ſclfe_ to the cleare foun- 
taines of the holy and ancient Fathers 
of the Church. Our of their Tracates 
I farniſhed my felfe for preaching, and 
out of.the ſacred Canons for Church- 
goucrnement : In both I found mine 
owne content; in both, the profitt of 
others. 
From theſe Iampes , mee thought, a 
nc and ſtrangelighr darted ere vp- 
on 


7 
on me,the beames whereof,though vn- 
willing, and thutting mine eyes, I could 
not bur-perceiue. As for dogmaticall 
points in Diuinity, I found in the Fa- 
thers many paſſages diuers wayes're- 
pugnant to the common Teners of the 
Schoolemen, in whom I was formerly 
leſſoned ; and- thoſe authorities were 
by our new Malters either ſlily omit- 
ted, orcorruptly alleadged, or vnſufh- 
cicntly cxplained,or purpoſely miſcon- 
ſtrued. Andasfor Church-diſcipline,] 
ſaw,and wondercd to lee the ſpirituall 
goucrnement of theſe times ſo tar wide 
and different from the aticient, Where- 
a i my .former {uſpitions. of foule 
play got more footing in me, and now, 
me. thought, I eſpyed afarre off ſome 
vndcrhand dealing in our ſetting forth 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, and managing 
| theaffaires of the Church : inalmuchas 
the body of our profeſſed Theologic is 
rather patched together of {ubtile ſpe- 
culations, Philoſophicall quiddities, 
and winding inferences , then foundly 
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orounded ypon the Oracles of the holy 
Scriptures , diligently examined, and 
ſincerely expounded, whereof indeede, 


thereis little newes ſtirring amongſt ve. 


* Beeing fromthis Biſhopricke aduan- 
cedtoan Archbiſhopricke, thence was 
giuen mecanew, and morcearneſt oc- 
caſion of repeating my former courſe 
of [tudies, and bcltirring my ſelfe the 
more laboriouſly. For beeing now en- 
combred with the incident affaires of 
the Biſhops of my Prouince; but much 
more being borne downe with the vaſt 
omniporencie of the Court of Rome 


daily enctoaching , and ating ypon 


my Metropoliticall rights, it bchooued 
mee to dipyge to the botrome, and to 
feele for the very foundation of all Ec- 
clefraſticall degrees, powers, fundti- 
ons, offices, anddipnities; inſpeciallto 
ſearch the Records, to finde by what 
Tenurethe Papacic holderh. Notlong 
after this, commerh forth the Interdict 
denounced by the Popeagainſtrhe Re- 
nowned State of VEN1cCE, during 

which 
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which thunderclap, the Romanizivg | 


pamphlets fliceabroad, and cry alowd a- 
gainlt che whole rabble of the maſter- 
lcfſe Biſhops of the Yenerian dominions, 
rayling and raging againlt vs, for bru- 


tith monſters of men, voyd of all reue- 
rence,{cience,conſ{cience. Then I, poore 


worme, thus trampled on beginne to 


turne againe, and to vic the weapon of = 


uſt Fir and on this occafion am 
anew, and more ſharply wherted to 
ſearch out the true eſtate, and grounds 


of that memorable controucr(t>. For 


that purpoſe I turne my bookes, and 
trauaile through rhe whole extent of 
the ſacred Canons, Orthodoxall Coun: 
cels, venerable diſcipline, and laudable 
current cuſtoms of the ancient Catho- 
like Church. To fay in ſhort that which 

I ſought long , by thele, and none bur 

theſe I receiued ſatisfaction, in theſe 1 

found that which I ſought for, I found 

it in full and overflowing meaſure. 

And now mineeyes being thus ope- 
ned, I couldealily by that day-light per- 


CEE; 


pond 
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cciue,that thedoctrines of thoſe many 
Churches which (becauſe Rome holds 
them for enemies) weare bound to be- 
ſpatter with inuectiues, & our doctors 
to batter with arguments, doth indeed 
lictle or nothing {werue from the moſt 
ancient faith of the purelt times : and 
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that the ſame is ar Rome , and here a- 
mong vs rather beaten out of doores, 
and baniſhed with fpitcfull deteſtation, 
then condemned .vpon any lawfull 
couiction; finding this hard entertein- 
ment, not as being 'vpon triall proued 
a baſtard impeof hereſ1e, but becaule. it 
canrot. beare conſtruction with the 
Popes Cabale_, nor conſort with the in- 
famous corruptions of the Court of 
Rome , wholly degenerated ipto atern- 
porall Monarchic. I now plainelyper- 


cciued , thatat Romea Mint is {ct vp, 


which dayly gocth , for the coyning 


. new Articles of Faith ſans number. 


Which prerogatiue both wanteth law- 
full Patent, hauing no other plea then 
intruſion and forcible vſurpation , and 


IS 
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is employed vpon roo baſe a merrall, 
namely ſuch pofitions as conteine; not 
onely no marter of Faith, but alſo ma- 
nifelt falſchood: yer ſuch bale alloy as 
this, they thruſt, for current, vpon the 
Chriſtian world ; and are lo farre from 
ſuffering ir to come to the touchſtone 
of due and free conſultation of the 
Church , or to the balance of diſputa- 
tion , that they reply with fire and 
{word vpon all thar dare but whiſper 
_ them. This Rome'harh long 
ince by oucrbearing and cruſhing rhe 
ſacred Councels,putout theeyes ofour 
holy Mother the Church , who now 
hauing loſt her fight, her ſtrength, 
and her hbertie , like captiuc Samſon, 
vndergoeth the ſcorne of her ſurpri- 
ſers, and groaneth, poore foulc, ynder 
the mill of theſe Ph:liStines. There was 
a time whenthis went for an article of 
Faith, that.the Vniuerſall Churc.h dif- 
perſedvpontheface of theearth,'s har 
Catholique Church of Cyx1 sT,'to 
which he promiſed his perpetuall af- 
{iſtance, and which S.Paul calleth the! 
0D -pillar 
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22 
pillarand ground of the Trueth, Now 
adayes our Maſters at Rome hauc 
ſ{brunke this Article into a narrower 


compaſle; ſo that now by the Catho- 
lique Church mult be vaderſtood the 


| Court of Rome; Now we muſt with» 


' out waucring bcleeue , that in this 


Confi(toric, and no where elſe , nay in 


' the brealt of the Pope there is erected 


-Sauiour. And whatſocuer priviledges, 


the Monopolie of the Spirit of our 


and honourable titles haue in 
times beene duely afforded to the Vat 
ucrlall Church of CHRIsT, now 
mult wich mightand maine beetranf- 
lated ouer, and appropriated to the 
Church of Rome, though with wrong- 
ing and robbing the publique. Now 
the ſtampe of an Article of Faith: is | 
ſer vpon many new deuiſed fancies, 
whereof our SAV1OVR neuer was 
the ordeiner, and whereby Chriſtian 
ſoules are pitifully deceiued ; and fo 
the blinde flockes, with their blinde 


guides both together, runne headlong 
WA 
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into the pic of perdition.. Theſe and 
other like confiderations haue for di- 
uers yecres affliged my carcfull toule, 
and doeyet encotnpaſſe my heare with 
incredible forrowes. 

I ſpare here to inſert out of mine 
owneobſeruations, a bead-roule of the 
numberleſſe noueltics , and peſtilent 
errors broached, and mainteined by 
the ſayd Court of Rome, whereby ma- 
ny, andmany ſoules ſuffer ſhipwracke, 
the arme of Church-diſciphne is bro- 
ken, the reforming and ſpreading a- 
broad the erue Chriſtian Faith is em- 
peached, the Church is burthened 
with 1nfinite ſcandalls, the peace of 
Chriſtendome is interrupted , iarres 
and warres are kindled amongft vs, 
whole kingdoms turned topſy-rurncy, 
famous Churches rent one from an- 
other with horrible ſchiſmes, and the 
world ouer-runne with orher vnfuffe- 
rable calamities. On which particu- 
lars I ſhall nor need here to inſiſt , ha- 
uing fully ' proſecuted them in my 
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booke concerning.theEcclefraſtique Com- 
mon-wealth. Which worke I haue al- 
ready finiſhed , and prepared for the 
Preſſe, intending to publith it as ſoone 
as I can light vpon a.conuenient Prin- 
ter. The whole body of this my 
worke, confilterh of ten ſcucrall parts 
orBookes. _ 24 1 4; THR | 
1 7FN the firſt whereof, I make en- 
| quicic into the forme of this po- 
. * , lirie, or gouernment , determi- 
ning, that, in reſpe& of CHR1sT 
the head, the Chupch is gouerned in 
the molt perfect forme of Monarchie. 
Bur as for CHR15sSTs Miniſters here 
vpon carth, that they haue no reſcm- 
blance, or conformitie with an exter- 
nall, and viſible Monarchie, but are to 
Joucrne the Church according to 
CHR1sTs ordinance in an Arilto- 
cratical forme, not without ſome ſpice 
allo of a Democratie. And fo conle- 
quently I demonſtrate, that the ſup- 
poſed Primacie of power in S. Peter, 

and the Papacie pretending therefrom, 
n doe 
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_ doe no:whitagrcewith-the Goſpel,nior 
withour S A v ro'vss[lin{tirution. 
.2:/. In: my ſecond: booke I rake a 
view.:of | the, Gouernours', and Mini- 
ſters of: this Church-weale., who they 
are, how they ſucceed to the Apoltles; 
of what inſtitution Biſhopricke 1s, 
how itdiffercth from Prieſthopd,who 
are the inferiour Miniſters , and what 
1s the power of holy Orders in this 
Sodp..Lidbd 3) ee ela Met aniti 46 1aes 
\ 3. Inmythird,I ferfoorth the Hie- 
rarchic of the Biſhops and ReQors of 
this Common-weale, and thew thatby 
the Law-of :G o D, there is no diſtin- 
Aion. of prelation or: ſubic&tion be- 
rweene one Biſhop and another; bur 
that all diſparity:in their Sees is groun- 
ded on Ecclcſialticall conſtitution-one- 
ly. Thence I paſſe ro entreate of the 
electing, confirming, conſecrating, or 
ordeining of Biſhops, and of the rights 
of Mctropolitans , Primates, and Pa- 
rriarches. 
4 Inmy fourth, Icxaminethepri- 
D 3 uiledges 
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uiledpes of the Church of Rome;aud 
proue, that chat Church, neither in ir 
ſelte, nor in her Biſhop , nor in: her 
Clergie eucr receiucd from Cur 1sT 
any preheminence 'oner other Chur- 
ches ; bur if ir hath, or had any arall, 
the ame was conferred by the yolunta- 
rie act of humane permiſſion, or con- 
ceflion. 
In my fifch, F make ſearch, what 
is the naturall and proper power of che 
Church, and prouc it to bee mecrely 


ſpiricuall , {till remouing all coatime 


lurifdiction from rhe Church. After- 
ward, I diſcourte of the poyyer, and 
operation of the Sacraments, as allo of 
Church-cenlures. Alia 

6 Inmy fat, I makca compariſon 
berweene the Powers Laicall and Ec- 
cleſtaſticall, thar limirs may bec fer 
downe, for diftinQioa of rheChurch» 
weale from the Cimall; Wherein I de- 
monſtrate, that Chriſtian Princes hauc 
ro do with the Church in manyrhings; 
bur. as for the Church, thar i hath:no- 


thing 
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thing at-all tro doe with diſpoſing of 
Temporalls, leaſt of all ro intermeddle 
with Kings about them. In funame, I 
intrearof the temporaall kingdome of 
CaR1sT: oftheLaicall power, whence 
it is deriued, what extent it bath, as al- 
ſo of the Franchiſes of the Church 
and Churchmen, of Inueſtitures , and 
of the kingdome of S1C1Ly, and 
ſuch like. 


2, Inmyſcuemth;I looke into the 
internall dire&ion of rhe Church, 
which is by Faith, and make enquiric 
what is the truc rule of Faith, and fo 
_—_ of the Word of Gor; of the 
authoriry of the. Church, and Po 
about it; of Councels, of Hotefer 
Schifme, and ſuch like: 
$. In my cighth, I rake a ſurucy 
of the (externall goucrnement of the 
Church by Lawes, Canons, and Tudi- 
_ - eature..: T here 1 handle the obligato- 
re of Canons, the qualirie: of 
Fiſpenfacions, imniunCtions. of Faftes, 


Praycrs,and the hke. 


4 In 


as kN 
+: 9 ..Inthecninch;;} deſcend: wo: the 
remporall goods of the. Church, de- 
claring at large, what | maner of 
maintenance is.:due [to;the; Miniſters 
thereof, whence. -ir. ariſeth ;,; and: in 
what ſort Church goods are to: be dif 
poſed. Thercupon, I write of Tithes, 
Benefices;, ' of propriety; it Charch- 
goods; of the:y{c and:abuſcotiChhr ch 
reucnewes, of penſions, and\,Com- 
menda's , and of. the -Teſtaments- of 
Clergy-men. 30 toifeouls moi) 
10 Finally, in. the tenth, I voder- 
take ro ſhew, what is Eccleliaſticall'li- 
berry ; thatit may appearein 'whatma- 
ner the Church-weale. may 'be | fayd: tO 
be'free; and thereupon I diſcourſe. of 
Priuiledges, and priuiledged men, of 
abuſe of: Briviledges.;''of Exemptions, 
and exempt perfons, of the ſubtection 
of Monkes, and others of thar fort... 
-» This'dathy beene the-end and-fruite 
of my.\{tudies, For:whileſk ypor:my 
forc-named -ogcations, I berobke: my 
{elfe tro the diligerit! and 'carncſt rea- 
bj: vill ; ding 
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ding of the holy Scriptures, the Or-. 
thodoxe 'Fathers, the ſacred Canons, 
and Volumes of the Councels, the veile 
beeing- now withdrawen from mine 
eyes, and my heart being kindled with 
ardent zcale both of finding out the 
trueth for mine owne ſatisfaction, and 
of imparting ir for the edification of 
others , I could doe. no other, but 
commir to writing thole - things, 
which I found worthy obſcruation. 
Our of which my copioulſe colle&i- 
ons, hath beene bred-that my ten-fold 
iſſue, which now I called foorth by 
their names in order. By' weighing 
therefore and applying theſe. parficu- 
lars, I plainely - perceiued our Chur- 
ches to haue wandered far wide from 
the right way , not onely in Diſci- 

pline, but alſo in Doctrine. , | 
What then ſhould I doe tarying 
any longer in the midſt of a crooked 

and perucrle nation ? If I ſhould baue 
relolued ro  inanpage mine -owne = 
Church, as was fit, according tothe 
FE ancient 
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| auncient Catholique Diſcipline, if I 


would endeuour to teach, and aduance 
the true Catholique Dodrine, I mpſt 
needes haue drawen downe vpon 


mine own headall che hideous ftormes, 


rempeſts, and thunderbolts, which the 
Romith Capitoll could dart foorth vp- 
on him, ouer whom that tyranni- 
zing Faction did already cary, both aa 
heauic hand , and icalous eye; as ha- 
uing by fomc meanes ſmelt our my 
priuate habours in writing, though fc- 
cretly, agaiſtthe current of their do- 


 Etrjne and defleignes ; as I well might 


vnderftand, by beeing diners times 
conuented ied the Popes Nuncio, 
reſiding at VEN1CE, and checked 
by him vpon ſome ſuch ſurmife. Ir 
was my beſt thercfore ro. take the 
wings of a Doue, and by a farre.flight 
toretire my ſclfe into the wilderneſlc; 
where I might expe&t his helping 
band , that would be ready ro ſaueme 
from the ftormic winde and tempeſt, 
rather then-rhat my {cle remayning in 

| wiltull 


[ 
wilfull blindneſle k ſhould together 
with. other blind guides leade the 
blind to deſtruction. For what, alas, 
are Biſhops now adayes , that are yo- 
ked vnder the Potencie of Rome ? In 
regard of their Temporalties: ( whete 
their Reucnuesategreat, and boullſte- 
red out with ſecular dignities) they 
are goodly ' Potenrates , thiey | are 
Grande's, they are Princes ;' but -Bi- 
ſhops they cannor bee called, but e- 
quiuocally. Vercly all others, belide 
che Biſhop of Rome, haut; ;loſt: all 
their Epiſcopall power. 


ucracement of c 


*'> —— wrerr 4” —4 


wafted 


The Biſhoppes themſclues whar are 
they, but (and ſcarce chat) Vicars,' and 
Seruitours ro bur good Lord and Ma- 
ſter the Pope; ſubictt, abicR, vile, ſer- 


nile, ouer-awed, ouer-trampled wret- 
ches, {till ar'che deuotion-and becks, 
not onely of the gratdmaſters Ho- 
linefſe, but alſo: of | ſuch, and ſuch 
i E 2 Cardi- 
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Cardinals; of ſo, and fo many _ Con- 
gregations {et vp at Rome to curbe 


chem, of this Legate 4 latere, of that 
AN: Nuno, of theſe Inquiſi- 


tors. of thoſe Viſitors, and in fine, of 


-_ 
HL Ir IorirroUuss vas = 


ders, 
thoſe Brotherhoods ,. which tart vp 
with their - A ypoſtolique Priuiledges, 
not 'onely to ltand on eucn ground 
with the Biſhops, bur to checke, and 


coope them vp in their owne alke 


whe ina rabble of the Regular Or- 


of | -hurch- Reg iment ms to fival-. 


TT 


Romiſly had is no [more aChurch, 
but /a certaine humane Bodie- poli- 
tique , ynder the meere remporall Mo- 
natchic 'of the Papacic. The:Church 
is indeed" Vineyard ; but employed 
onely for the Ci our father Noah 
=" Ir is a' focke: but prouided 
—_— ' for" this: Shepheatts: ptofict, |to 
he! our 'the milke ; rill [the very 
bh ood come; to ſheare their fleeces; 


and of cuery « ompanion of 
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nay, to ſhaue them to the quicke; nay, 
to'fay, and flay, and dcuoure the 
poofe ſheepe at his pleafure. Why 
ſhould not I then remoue from hence, 
leſtT become a ſpectator; nay, a parta- 
ker of theſe impieties and: miſchiefes? 
T he great Shepheard my SAVIOVR, 
hath appointed mee to be a dogge in 
his flocke; I mult barke ; I cannot be 
a dumbe dogge, as all the Biſhops vn- 
der the Romane are; who, ſome for 
hope of preterment , otherſome for 


feare of afterclaps, are: vtterly mute, . 


applying themſelues ro the times, and 
fayling with the winde, though in that 
common {treame, they, with their 
Leader, runne on.the rocke, and ſuf- 
fer wrack. And becauſe (as the worlds 
by-word goes) Obſequium amicos, Cc. 
The flatterer gaines friends, and the 
rel-rroth gets enemics , now that my 
conſcience debarreth me from betray- 
10g the Tructh, it both became, and 
dla mee to {tep our-of the reach 


of that deſpircfull hatred, which en- 
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uironned mee , valeſſe I would daily 
expolc my lite to the hazard of poy- 
ſon, or offer my throate to the poig- 
nard of an Aſlaſline, the ordinaric 
meanes now adayes to ſilence con- 


trouerſies ; Whereof the Church of 


Rome hath found out a moſt com- 
pendious meane, by referring the de- 
cilion and maintenance of their Do- 
arine, not (as our ſumple forefathers 
were wont ) to learned Diuines, and 
free Councels, but to tormentors, to 


hangmen , to hireling ſtabbers, cut- 


{ 
( 


- throats, and bloody parricides. 


As on the right-hand theſe ſpit 
tuall motions did ſtrongly incite mee 
to enterpriſe this departure, ſoon the 
left, Iconfeſſe, Iofren found and heard 
a buſie diſlyadecr, the bond-mayd Ha- 


gar,with her {/mael, the wiſedomeofthe 


1 


fleſh diſputing ou the ſpirit, and 


prefiing me on this maner, what, and 


Whither wilt thou > A Prelacic thou 


haſthere (ynder the Popes protection) 
of large procin&, and faire revenue, 
not 
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not without further hopes of greater 
ritles, if yourcyclooke that way. Thus 
much you haue in poſſeſlion, of this 
youare afcertcined, what otherwhere 
will betide you, GoD knowes, not 
you. And can you thus forlake your 
Countrey , your kindred, your friends? 
Can you thus take your farewell of all 
theſe, withour hopeof cuer reuiſring 
them? Why make you your felfe wiſer 
chan your tellow-Biſhops 2 They (cha- 
ritable men ) endure all chings, beare 
with all things, excufcany thing.Wh 

doenotyou jab inthe nfaetnh 
them ? Are you among fo many , you 
onely ltr aint ? arc all rhe reſt 
moale-blind If you beethus wile, why 
reſpect 'you noryour ownerepuration ? 
Perceiue you not that , afloone as your 
backe is turned , the moſt infamons 
and monſtrous criminations , that .can 
bee deuiſed, ſhalbe lerflic afrer you? Ar 
Romefirſt , and thence alt about the 
worldyouarc ſureto be branded with 
the: odious name of an» Hererique. 
Theſe 
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Theſe and ſuch like ſuggeſtions did 
my ſhrewd and  troublelome Hagar 
whiſper into mine cares : whereupon. 
hot conflicts were railed inthe inmoſt 
cabin of my heart , betwcene her on 
the one {1de, and my (pirit|and conuis 
&ed conſcience on. the other. Ar 
length the Spirir of G o D making a 
more powerfull and conquering al- 
fault, brake off thele diſputes, and de- 
layes, and called me foorth with chat 
voice of powerand efticacie, {aying to: 
me (. as ſometime» Abraham, ). Ger 
chee our of thine owne Countrey, and 
from thy kindred , and from thy fa- 
thers houle ;,and:come into thar land, 
which I ſhall ſhew thee ; And fo was 
I drawne to pur in practiſe that moſt 
famous precept long, f{ince deliuered 


by the wiſe men, SEQVERE 


DEVM, Follow G © D Whenhbee calleth: 
euch as the bleſſed Patriarch Abraham 
(as S.' Ambroſe clegantly obſeructh lib. 
1. de Abra cap. 2. ) did by way of pre- 
uention acte that-which the Sages of 

T1 Greece 
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Greece did afterward recommend to 
the world: for a| precept. By which 
fact of Abraham 1 recciued great cn- 
couragement, conſidering how plen- 
tifully, Go DÞ did reward his readie 
obedience , by preferuing his honour 
in the Becca pratcction of, bis beau- 


rifull wife Sarab's chaſtitic cndange- 
red by Pharaoh. Here Ambroſe attor- 
deth me yet more comfort; interring, 
that, becauſe Abrabam Fr 87:3 0, D 5: 0qu/e 
ſet light by all be, had,therefore G 0 Di #ud- 
tiplied to him all bze had. But the firſt re- 
ward that G © D gate him,was the preſer- 


uation of his, viges chaſtitie , which hee 
knew to bs moſh acceptable to him heing her 
busband. Ambroſe ut proceedeth cx- 
cellently ; Fs thax followegh Gap, ſtands 
alwayes on I ure gromnd, We muſt therefore 
preferre Go D before all things : and net- 
ther in regard of our natiue [ule , nor for 
lone of our parents , our children , or wife, 
be withdrawne from performance of what- 
ſoener G o D commandeth , foraſmuch. as 
GoD is the giner of all theſe bleſsings, 

i Fi and 
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and is able to: make good , and preſerne 
Whatſocuer he befloweth. Hereby I am 
put in good hope, that Go'D will in 
the firlt place of recompenſe | of my, 
though ſlow, yer ſerled obedience vn- 
to his call , vouchſafemce a protection 
of my good name and reputation : fo 
that rhe beautie thereof ( how meane 
ſocuecr) ſhall-not bedeflowred, or ble- 
miſhed, thoughlT leaue it behind mee 
in the-barbarous handes'of thoſe , thar 
arelike ro make bold ynough with it; 
but rather that it ſhall bee preſerned in 
its prime and integritic, fie from all 
{candall, and fruitfall to others edifica- 
tion. This confidence hath heartened 
mee, this calling hath ouer-ruled mee, 
theſedangers haue armed mee to aban- 


don all, and cheercfully ro yndertake 
this 10urney. | 

But,aboue all,the loue of my $ a v 1- 
ovR hyeth mee forward to this pil- 
grimage. I were ſurely of baſe and 
groucling thoughts, if I ſhould leauc 


that my fun&ion, with' intent to lay 


| | mEeCcC 
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mce downe and reſt, or hide my head 
in a corner, that I might rid my ſelfe 
of ſuch conflicts as belong to my cal- 
ling, and fo grow ſtifte with I and 
idleneſſe. Ir is the cauſe of CyrisrT 
I hauc in hand, which challengeth 
mee wholly, and all mine endeuours : 
I heare that voyce ſtill chundering in 
_ mine cares,G LAMA, Cry alowd, and 

. charging mee to ioyne in cry. with. 
' them, that haue 6 ang alin their knee 


ro. Baal : and that my voyce may; with. 
theirs, bee the better heard, roclimbe 
vp to the rop of an high mountaine, 


to preach to $SION. This voycel 
readily obey : and therefore I hie.mee 
vp into ſome ſafe place, where the 
crue Catholique Religion: holdeth yp 
her head , and taketh free breath. 
From ſo fitt. a ſtand', whereſocuer I 
ſhall finde it, I meane, as my ductic 
bindes, and as my ſtrength/affoards, 
tro diſplay . and publiſh that tructh 
which I haue learned, and to layforth 
the wayes for retnoucall of Schiſmes, 
| F 2 and 
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and teducing of the Church to vnity. 


Ir ſhall nor bee lorig cre the Church 


ſhall heare my voyee ; I will ſpeake 
vnto the heart of lervfalent, and will 


call ypon her. 1 carmor bee wanting 
in this my dutic, beetrig a| Biſhop in 
the Church of Chrift. Now to cuery 


Biſhop'his owne- proper Diocefe 15: 
ſo committcd, that! hee is-withall to. 


know , that the yniuerſall Church al- 
ſo:1s by-our SAVEOVR commended to 


hisicare; as- neede'fhalb require. To: c- 
uery of vs Biſhops; Saint Padl leaucth 


this leflon; Take Heed' to your {clues, 
and: ro''the whole flocke, in which 
the-holy Ghoſt hath rtiade' you ouer- 
ſcers, 'to fecde the Church of God, 
whickr hee! hath ' purchaſed with his 


own blood. To the fattic purpoſe are 
thoſe wordes, which paſſe vnder the 


name of Eleutherius, a very ancicnt Bi- 
ſhop:of Rome, ſpeaking ro other Bi- 


ſhops'': ' For this eauſe the moniner/all 


Church is by CHRIST InSvs com- 
mitted to you , that' your paines' may bee 
employed 
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employed for all + and that you ſhould bee 
forward , 1 affoarding. yoar helpe to every 
mas. And the bleſſed Martyr Cy- 
prian, in his thitde Booke ard thir- 
reenth Epiftle,, avoucherh , that him- 
ſelfe , ( rogerher with' the Biſhop of 
Rome ) doeth bold the ballance of the 90- 
gerninent of the ( harch-: And more- 
ouer adderh rhis : The bodie of the. 
Prieſthood confifteth of a great number, 
and is fo combed together with the glew 
of mutralb concord , and bind of amitie_, 
that if any of our Society ſhall attempt to 
rayſe op an Herefies or Faftion, and to 
rent, and fpoyle the flocke of Chrift,chz reft 
may pub to their belping bandes for reme- 
die. So likewiſe the fame Gprian did 
not onely by aduice, bur alſo by a&i- 
on mote then' once, affoard his helpe 
vnto diſtreſſed Churches , though 1t- 
ruated without the procinc&t of A- 
FRICKE , and ſomictimes cuen to the 
Church of Rome,' as-in rhe ſecond 
and. fourth Bookes of my. force-men- 
tioned Trattatc of the Church.weale, 1 

| F 3 ſpeci- 
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ſþccific at large. So Polycarpns, Irenens, 
Hoſius of CoRDVBA, Athanaſius, Baſe 
lius, both the Euſeby, the one of SA- 
MOSATVM , the other of VERCELLA, 
Lucifer of CARALLI, Hilary of Po1- 
TIERsS, Theophilus and Cyrillus both of 
ALEXANDRIA, Aurelius of C a r- 
THAGE, and many otherout of their 
Epiſcopall Office, tooke great paines 
to relceue the diſtreſles of the vniuer- 
fall Church; and ſtepping afide from 
their owne Churches , but in the 
meane while, prouiding for,| and rc- 
commending them vnto others, did, 
out of their owne authoritie\, betake 
themſclues to ſuccour other afflicted, 
and diſturbed Churches. Ir is there- 
fore agrecable with my Office; nay, 
it is my moſt proper duety to cnde- 
uour, to my power (as Cyprian teach- 
eth mce) to worke a cure vpon the 
Court of Rome, which atah vp and 
maintaineth a conſpiring faCtion, ren- 
ding and rauageing . flocke of 
CyR1sT. Which my helping labours 
atc 
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are to bee performed, 'not by my ap- 
proaching thither in perſon ( for that 
were both dangerous to my ſelfe, and 
bootleſſe for the cauſe ) but, as I doe, 
by my moſt remote bodily abſence 
from it. And as for my Diocefſe and 
Prouince of SPALATO, It is my moſt 
carneſt defire ro haue continued the 
adminiſtring thereof , like as Heftus, 
Baſil, the Enſeby , Hilary, and others 
euen now named by mee, did retcine 
{till cheir owne Churches, 'and retur- 
ned to them, when they had atchic- 
ued the publique buſtnefle of the vni- 
uerfall Church. Burmy Church, with 
many other , docth groane ynder the 
whe an heauy yoake, who heartily ha- 
teth reformation, and with tooth and 
naile oppoſcth ir, both with his owne 
Ada: and with the forces of ſuch 
Princes, as adhere to the Papacie: fo 
that hee hath, and dayly exerciſetha 
boundlefle power of life and death o- 
ucr any that ſball lift vp a finger ro- 


wards the redreſſe of this his Tyran- 
Nic. 


$ 
E 
'" 
} 48 
; 
* 7% 
: > 2 q 
vt 7-07 
" 3 
A +. 
» 3/5 
+ 4 WW 
=>: : oy 
SY 6 
: FE 
- = 
6 -- | 
+ af +; 
« 
'$ '3 
[$=- 2 
as 
4 2.7 . X 
o . : 
' tap . 
v2 
>, 4 "4 
F 7” 
LENS; 
» [ L : 
7 -_— 
F wy 
"SF 
+4. 
iP 
 # 1 
| Be <7 
 F*- 
a : 
; L 
4 
« FF. 
: F4 
35 
LLY 
be 
—_— 
+. 
' 3Þ.. 
| + 4 
s 


5c" hh qe di et nrwters — nay 
4 FY ng ME > eu 6m, 
Pt. R o 
Ew. F o . 


a *%.43 vo hots 4; cl 


s IT IOAL as ae Foun We SS (1 PD PRIET Ne Pa tg 2 I CNY ee i, 


++ 


' nie. It was therefore neceſfarie for 
mee thus to withdraw my (clfe from 
my Prouince , that hauing broken 
theſe bonds of {eruilitic, and/getting 
freer breath, I might haue opporcunt- 
tic to blaze abroad the trueth ; and 
without controule deplore the ruines, 
which the infolencies of the Court of 
Rome, haue brought vpon the holy 
vniuerſall Church. | 
Verely there is in eucry carthly 
King an awfull Maicſtie ; who, as 
Tertullian ſpeaketh , is the next after 
G OD , and inferior to none but GOD; 
and aboue Whom , as Optatus Mulewt- 
tanus ſayeth , there is none but G oO D 
alone. Therefore, when King Dawuid 
was to yndergoe reprehenſion for a- 
_ dulterie and murther committed; by 
him, neither the high Pricſt, nor any 
other of the Prieſts, or Leuites, nor 
yet any of the Kings friends, or :necre 
attendants, durſt intrude into that of- 
fice : but Gop himſelfe employed his 
peculiar and extraordinaric meſlen- 
g Crs 


WOW RRE 08401!. RON 
gers , ahd*appointed' Nathan the Pro- 
"mi to go to the King, and tell him 


is owne. But as for the»Pope of 
Rome; he, for his turmoyling , fcan- ' 


dali>ing, harrying, and opprething the 
Church, is not to be dealt withall by 
extraordinary Commiſſioners: we are 
not to waite till 'G o D from heauen 
ue ſome immediate depuration, to 
{cle& Ambaſladours for that purpole. 
There is not 1n our Romane Biſhop, 
there is not ſuch a radiant Maieſtie, 
that 4 man need to bee daunted with 
the luftre of ir : Hee hath no glimpſe 
of Maieſtie, other then a forged puffe 
of temporall pride, and thar yſurped, 
ahd a thing of yery nothing. Pull 
off this viſour , and then what is hee 
but our brother, our colleague, our 
fellow-Biſhop, our fellow-{eruant, our 
fellow-ſabourer in the worke of the 
Goſpel ? 'And (rely, as Solomon reach- 
&h vs in his Proverbes, One brother 
beped by attother, is like a fortified 
citic. Why then ſleepe wee? why are 
; Vee 
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we poſſeſſed with a Lethargie of catce 
leſneſle? Our brother gocth to wrack, 
and drayycth the Church with him 
to ruine; and wee, that are his bre- 
rhren, fir (till, and neither yeeld helpe 
for it, nor take care of it. Though 
all others remaine deafe , and dumbe, 
carelefſe, and ſencelefle , yer I|(pettic 
whelpe) though leaſt of allthe troupe, 
I cannot couch, I mult needes itart 
vp, and make what yelping noyſe I 
can, (hrill enough perhaps to awaken 
ſtronger maſltiues, as yet calt into a 
dead {lecpe by the Popes enchanting 
morlels. Thelc, if they awake, are like 
to barke lowder , and to driue away 
che Wolfe ; and ſo, as their office is, to 
guard CymsTs Sheep-fold. For the 
rowzing vp thele luſtier dogges Re 
meane not to ſpend mine owne 1ullic 
voyce , I will vic the voyce of the 
molt High, and raiſe vp the whole 
Cry of Pl ancient Fathers, and ſacred 
Councels , ſtill redoubling the war-_ 
ning - voyce of-rthe holy Catholique 


O 


Church. Of 


(hurch-weale (with: convenient ſpeede 
to bee publiſhed) the principall ayme 
and intent is, that the errours of the 
Romane faction may bee layde open 
ro the world, that the trueth and 
ſoundneſſe of Catholique both Do- 
crinc, and Dilcipline , may bee decla- 
red, that thoſe many Churches, which 
the Church of Rome hath caſt off, 
and kicked our, may be held for Ca- 
tholique : Finally, that the way of v- 
niting all the Churches of Cyr1sT 
may "i afarre off deſigned and poin- 


ted at, if not neerely demonſtrated, if 


ſo be that by any meanes it may come 


to paſle, that wee' may all fay and 
thinke one thing + that diſtraftions 
and ſchiſmes may bee extinguiſhed, 
and that Chriſtian Princes may hauc 
no ſuch pretences , as vlually they 
nowadayes draw from Forth of 
Religion, to plot mutruall miſchiefes 
one againſt another , and to trouble 
the common peace of Chriſtendome 

G 2 with 
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8 
with cauſleſle, ky PAVS , and vn- 
godly warres. But that they may ra- 
ther bend their ioynt forces, for the 
reſtoring vnto their auncient libertie 


. thoſe Chriſtian Churches, which long 


haue,-and {till are like to groane vn- 
der the heauy yoake of miſcreant 

Tyrants. | 
For my. particular, my-intent and 
deſire is, that this my, whether depar- 
rure, or eſcape, or flight out of Ba- 
BYLON belo cuen caried, that no 1uſt 
imputation of {chiſmarical] fangulariry 
may ſticke vnto it. I forlake errors, 1 
ſhunne abuſes and corruprions; theſe, 
and nothing elſe I flie, leſt I ſhould 
partake with the f{innes, and conſe- 
quently with the: plagues of Bu B y- 
LON. Nathleſle, I doe: not, neither 
wil diſtoyne:my ſelfe from that com- 
mon bond of charitie., wherein I am 
obliged to the holy Catholike Church, 
and ro cuery member of-1t ;. but, as 
much asin mee lyethv;;:Þ am ready to 
ioyne 1n petperualt Mn am ator” 
| 19 all 
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all Chriſtians, as long as wee accord 
in the cſle;.rials of our Faith, and in 
profc{hion of the Creeds of the aunci- 
ent Church,of, CHRI $T : But with 
this condition, 'that it: may, be free.to 
vs on all {ides, to reie&t and abhorre 
all new-coyned Articles of Faith, c1- 
ther flare contrarie ro. the holy, Scrip- 
rures., or any way. repugnant. to the 
ſayd gencrall Creeds : As allo that we 
bee not bound to admitt,,, as Articles 
of Faith, ſuch, poſitipns, as becing..in 
themſclues indifferent, haue ncuer yer 
bin ſufficiently debarcd, and derermi- 
ned by the Church , vatill ſuch time 
as theyyhall þc tully relolued, bo well 
 prooucd to haue;bia already, rclg/ucd. 
And 'finally, that, ye be nar fo hardy, 
as to damne for hetericall, any ſuch 
controuerted points ;.,valgle; 3r..ap- 
peare, thar the;lame, haue, þin alrcady 
lawfully condemned. by .che;Chuxch, 
or yall they ſhal:bereafter.pedp\con- 
demnc&'\ln.Go D's: Nene blerieach 
panicle: Chucch,cn pints: 


1k rent, 
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SO 
rent, and yndecided,'enioy her liber- 
tic both for matter of opinion, and 
for 'maner of practiſe. Ler cucry of 


_ them abound in their private iudge- 


ment, vntill the Catholique Church, 
by the guidance and gouernement of 
the Spirit of CaRIsT, ſhall make an 
end of the Controuerſies , and with 
the winow fſeucr the chaffe from the 
ſolide graine. be 

In th& meane time let vs hold our 
{clues to that famous rule of the re- 


nowmed Father Saint (yprian, which 


he vſed in the Councell of C a x- 
THAGE. We iudge no man, fayeth he, 
neither doe wee , for dinerfity of opinion, 
cut of any man from the right of commu- 
nion with cos. For none f Vs hath borne 
bimſelfe as Biſhop of Biſhops , nor by ty- 
rannicall ouer- awing hath enforced his 
(olleagues to a neceſity of obeying him. 
Foraſmuch as enery Biſhop , by the liber- 
ty of bis place and calling , bath his iudge-. 


ment and ſuffrage free to himſelfe, {o rhat, 


nor 


as br canuor wage another , ſo hee can 
- | | 1\00e 
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bee 'iudged by another. But wee myſt all 


attend on the doome of our LORD Itsys 
CHR15ST, Who onely bath power , as to 
make vs gouernours in his Church , ſo to 
call vs to accompt for our behaniour in 


{tion was about the baptiſing of He- 
retiques , wherein Cyprian diſſented 
from the Romane , nay in a maner 
from' the whole Church , and ſtan- 
ding tiffely in his opinion, did hold 
Stephen the Biſhop of Rome, cagerly 
oppoſing him , and almoſt all the 
reſt, to bee in a manifeſt errour. Yer 
Cyprian neucr went, ſo farre , as to 
ſuffer the bond of Chriſtian ynion, 
and Ecclefiaſticall communion be- 
rweene them to bee broken ; leaſt 
there ſhould hauc riſen a rent and 
ſchiſme berweene them, which is the 
molt pernicious plague. that can light 
vpon Chriſtian Churches. And in 
this mmattcr . Cyprian to his great com- 
mendarion did temper and: allay the 
not - ouer-diſcreete zeale. of . Stephen. 

| For 


that offce. \ The aq then in que- 


zetiall- errous 3" 
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For:whiteft on the onc-ftde 'Sfephey in 
his heate atckmpred a. rent. berweene 
thoſe . Ohutches' by ' his :excommuni- 
cirions,- on- the other. fide Cyprian 

with hs patience, *Chariry., amd ex- 

rraotdinaty prudence» quenched this 

Fame; and defeared-that imminent ſc- 

peration. For which his {weer modc- 
ration S.' Augnſiine © ' doth, ofren , and 
hig bly extoll' him ,and propoundeth 

thoſe couges of his as a rule and C 

py tor-the'Charchy to follow., ©. | 

And the'{dn'e'Farher enminginto 
conſtdetation' of (this comelting of 

Cyprian with' Srephen,-and of his milde 
behaviour therein! in ib fift booke 
againft ''the ''Derartiſts "Cap. 25 thus 

ſaith. The' peace of CHK1sST gatt the 
copper hand within their hears. : fo that 

in ſo hott' a difference in opinions, yet there 

aroſe no "Miſchienous| fohiſme 1 betweeue 
them. Surely / (Cyprian nothirig doub- - 
red; burthat Stephen was) ina very anA- 
| 0. \He- 
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and not rebaptizing them. And yer, 
rather then hee would teare alunder 
the bodie of the Church by (chile, 
hee was willing to communicate, not 
 onely with Stephen himfelfe, thus dif- 
fering from him in opinion, and a&i- 
on, a cuen with thoſe lapſed offen- 
dants , whom hee yet held altogether 
impure: and this aſſociation he affoar- 
ded them , onely becauſe Stephen had 
vouchſafed them the hand of felow- 
ſhip. This example of Chriſtian mo- 
deration Saint Auguſtme in his owne 
times  propoundeth for imitation to 
the Donatilts ,. and now in ours to 
vs all. 

Let vs therefore, Holy father, and 
my reucrend Fathers , brethren , and 
Colleagues, let vs tread in the ſteps of 
S. Cyprian ; and follow the aduice of S. 
Auguſtine , that aboue all things care 
may bee taken for the redreſſe of 
ſchilmes,and diftractions. Cyprian, we 
ſcc,as Auguſtine obſcructh, bemg fall of 
the bowels of charitie, refolued that 
H thoſe 
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thoſe that goe in divers wayes of pri- 
uate iudgement, yet may and muſt 
walke the ſame way of charitable vni- 
on. Letvslikewile take, and giuelcaue 
to diſſent in opinion one from ano- 
ther, vatill a full and faire determina- 
tion be made in ſuch points, as yet de- 
pend vndecided. But in the meanc 
while, let vs remaine in vnitie, For if 
in any thing yee bee otherwiſe min- 
ded,God will (as S: Paul admoniſheth) 
reacale this allo vato you. Make-nor 
rhe diſtraCtions of the Church greater 
then indeed they are. Beware, lelt with 
Stephen, by your importune Excom- 
muncations, you attempr.to breake 
alunder the bond of Charitic. Take 
heed , left by thus f1ding outinto op- 
polite parts, the miſchicfe of Schiſme;, 
ſo warily tore-ſhunned by S. Auguſtine, 
gett head amongſt vs, and preuaile a- 
oainſt vs. Renew peace, araitic, and 
voitie-among all Chriſtian Churches, 
which profeſſe the Fundamenralls of 
truce Religion, andreteine the auncienr 

| Con- 
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Confeſlions of the Chriſtian Faith. Be - 


yee aſlured that Schiſme doeth the 
Church more hurt by diſturbance, 
then Hereſte by diltemper. Bee ready 
to entertaine communion with all, 
not without mutuall freedome of opi- 
nion in queſtionable problemes; and 
yet with 1oynt forces againſt cuidene 
fallchood. Suffer the trueth tro bee 
fifted out by free, and lawfull meanes, 
according to the faire cariage ancient- 
ly vied by the holy Church. - By this 
mcanes , I hope , and by the helpefull 


QLacc of CHRIST ( who 1s not wont 


to hide himfelfe from thoſe that ſeeke 
him with ſinceritie) ir will ſhortly 
come to paſle, that a Fompleat agree- 
ment7 and concord, ſo much wan- 
ted, ſo much wiſhed, will enſue in the 
whole Church, that wee all may mind 
the fame thing , | and walke by the 
fame rule. Letvs kindle and fer ypa- 
mong vs, nor the firebrands of facti- 
on, hatred, and contradiction, but the 
lampes of Cartholike Doctrine, and 
| religions 
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religious inſtruction. Let the) word 
of GoD be a lanterne to our feer : let 
vs tread in the foot{teps of our holy 
Predeceſlors, who haue bin the lea- 
ding-ſtars of the Church of CyHR1sT. 
Let vs be no longer obſtinate , but en- 
rertaine the light of the Goſpel ; and 
by it diſpell the cloudes and miſts of 
errour and fallhood. | Ler vs depart 
from all thoſe innouations, which hauc 
almoſt extinguiſhed the ancient Do- 
arine and Diſcipline of the holy Ca- 
tholike Church; that, as CHR1sT is 
one, ſo his Church may bee one, faſt 
combined together with the olew of 
perte&t eoncord : and that in it wee 
may all with one minde and mouth, 
glorific GoD , cucn the FATHER of 
our Lord IEsvs CHRIsT. Amen. 


Giuen at VENICE the 20 day of 
September. 1616. 
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Sactz Congregat. ons [{},voun 
S.R.E.Cardioatium, 4S:D'/N.PavLo 
Papa V. SanQaq; Sede Apoſtolica, ad [n- 
dicem Librorum, eorundemque. permiſſonems 
prohibitionem, expurgarionemy &.impreſſio- 
nein,in vnjuerſa Republica Chrilfiana ſpecialiter 
deputatorumvbiqz publicandam. 


T] VONIAM wr 
=51| quam plurimos Lis 
bros , tum in Indice 
communi , cum 11 di- 
uerſis particularibus 

Edietis,prohibitos,&+ 
1 damnatos ; Ditmulta 
temeraria, calummioſc 4, ſcandaloſa, ſeditio/a, 
{chiſmatica, erronea, &/ heretica refþeAiue 
It CONs 


pL 
continentes  Adhuc in dies cum tam maxim 
catholicorum pernicie,alij confemiles, contra. 
ozritatem , C3 puritatem fidei ( atholice, 
multiplicentar , &x prodeant. Ideo Sacra 
Congregatio Illuſtriſamorum $.R. E. ( ar- 
dinalium ad Indicem deputatorum , -volens 
pro ers. oiguantia, & munere , de opportu- 
no remedio prouidere; Ne ex eorum letu- 
ra 4Chriftt fideles erroriblus,atque b&refibtls 
infictantur,C* depretentur : il0s quoque pro- 
bubendos, atque damnandos ejſe cenſutt. Ins 
fer quos pracipne, cum infþ+xerit,cort per- 
wicioſiſSimos , & innumeris berefibus, erro- 
ribus, blafphemijs , atque calummijs ſcaten- 
tes, in lucem prodijſſe infraſcriptos. Ne 
 grauiora in dies. damna , in tota Republica 
Chriſtiana, ex tjs oriantur : eos omnes in 
ſpecie omnino damnandos, atque prohiben- 
dos efſe voluit. Sicuth preſenti Decreto, 
penitus illos damnat, & prohibet, obicun- 
que, £7 quonts idiomate mpreſſos , aut im- 
primendos. Mandans ,.vt nullus deinceps 
catnſcunque gradus, & conditionts, ſub pe- 
ns in Sacro Concilio Tridentino, &+ in 1n- 
dice librorum prohibitorum contentis , cog 
+ audeat 


; 


audeat imprimere, aut imprimi curare,cvel 
quomodocunque apud ſe detinere , aut (e- 
gere. Necnon. etiam fub iiſdem penis 
pracipiens, Dt quicunque-nunc illos habent, 
oel habuerint in futurum., locorum Ordina- 
rijs+.feu Inquifitoribus , ſtatim a preſentis 


diet notitia,, exhibere teneantur. 
ELibri aurem ſunt, videlicer 


.Onclufonum ciuilium , de facceſsione 

copuentionali, £* anomala Claſsis 

prima,per Bartholomeum Myſculum. 

Mercury | Gallobelgici Sleidano Succenturiati, 
ſine-rerum in Gallia , & Belgio potiſst- 
mun, Hitpania quoque , Italia, Anglia, 
Germania, Vnearia, TYanfilants: OIKI- 
niſg Jocis, ab anno 1 5 5 5. Doſque ad an- 
mum 1 5 7 0. geftarum Hiſtorica narra- 
t10nis- continuate, Auttore M :Gotarde 
Arthuſio Daitiſcano. 

Adami TheodoriSiberi Nialexeon Academi- 
caruia, que ſunt orationes , prafationes, 
diſſertationes, epiſtols, & carmina-. 

Roveri Widdringtoni Catholici Angli , ad 

I 2 S.D- 


4. 

$. D. Paulum Y. Pontificem Max. hu- 

milis ſupplicatio. 

Sextum Renata, renouata , ac clon 190 ornatins 
qtiam quain vnquam antea exculta 
Sphinx Theologico-Philoſophicas. 

Rerum, & 7'Vrbus Amſtelodamenſium Hiſto- 
ria. Authore Toh. Iſacio Pontano. 

Dijſcurſus Hiſtorico-Politicus , in tres ſe- 
Fiones diſtributuus. Au Sore Ericho Be- 

ringero 'Philireo. 

Libellus, cai tit.* eſt, Marcus Antonius de_. 
Domints Archiep.* Spalatenfis, ſue. pro- 
feftionts confilium exponit: 

In. quo complures propoſutiones, forma- 
liter harctice , erronee , ſchiſmatice, 
fapientes herefim, blafþpbeme , ſcanda- 
loſe, & contumelioſe in Eccleſiam Ca- 
tholicam.Romanam , reſpeftiue conti- 
nentar. 

Et quiain prafato etiam libello , Author air, 
opus quoddam De Republica Chriſtia- 
na, ſe breui editurum , quod decem libris 
comple Fterur, & fins oulorum librorum ma- 
teriam, quam im es tractat , propomtt ; in 
quo ſe docere expreſſe ore plures Dropos 


ktiones: 


5 
ſitiones : que cum manifeſte heretice ſint. 
Ideo prediftum quoque opus , cobique_ 
C7 quonts idtomate, fue iam impreſſum, 
ſine imprimendum , preſenti Decrero pro- 
bibetur. 
Is quorum fidem, manu , & figillo Illuftriſsi- 
mi, & Reuerendiſsmi D. Cardinalis g. 
Cecilie, Epiſcopi Albanen. praſens Decre- Mig” 
tum ſugnatum, C* munitum fuit.Die du0- 
decima Nouembris MD CX V I. 


P.Epiſc.Albanen. Card.S.Cecciliz. 
| 129 Rexiſtr-fol.r I'O. 
locus %« ſig1lli, 


F. Franciſcus Magdalenus Capiferreus 
Ord. Predic. Secretarins. 
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THE DECREE 


which fkared 1 is to be publiſhed in all places. 


q; [I 3.4 ſpcciall Edifts , and con- 
demned , as reipþ:inely containing ma- 
ny onaduiſed calumnious , ſcandalous , 


K  ſeditious, 


EE” TO IE TO 


Of che ſacred Congregation 


of the moſt Iluſtrious Cardinals of 
theholy Church of Rome, ſpecially depu- 


ted throughout the whole Chriſtian Common- 
wealth, by our moſt holy Lord 'Pope Panl the 
fift, and by the holy Apoſtolique See for com- 
poling hol Index of Bookes, and for the permit- 
ting, prohibiting, purging and printing them; 


8 Oraſmuch as, befides very 
many Bookes already pro- 
hibited, as well in the Or- 
' dinary Index, as in diners 


'2Z 
fulion, ſebiſmaticall, erroneous and hereti- 
call points ; there are neuertheleſſe., other 
Bookes of the like ſort dayly multiplyed and 

ſet Foorth against the trueth and. puritie of 
the Catholiqne Faith , and to the 'great miſ- 
chiefe of C arholiques : Therefore the ſacred 
Congregation of the moſt IlluStrious Cardi- 
nals of the -boly Church of Rome, deputed for 
the making. and Tenewing the faid Inzex-or 
(atalggue y becipe im their ONNant: care of 
their duety deſirous tg prouide a ſeaſonable 

remedy bercof;leit faithful Chriſtians ſhould 
be infefted and peruerted With errors & he- 
refies,by reading of ſuch bookes; bath thought 
fu to arobile and condenme them alſo. 
Among which having ſpecially obſerued that 
there baue bene publiſhed certaine bookes, 
(the names Whereof are here onder ſpeci- 
fied ) very pernicious , and ;full of 4 DUNONE- 
rable hereſies, errors, blaſþbzmies, a 
ders : Leſt greater miſchiefe ſhould y the 
vudernamed bookes redound vponthe whole 
Chriftian Common-wealth, the {aid Congre- 
gation bath adiudged them in ſpecial to be 
condemned , and prohibized: And [o by this 


—- preſent 


3 

preſent Edit doeth downe right damne an4 
prohibite them Whereſoeuer,or in what Lan- 
guage ſoener, etcher alrealy privted, or bere« 
afterto be Printed: And\commanieth, that 
from hencefoorth- no man, ofewbat degree or 
ſtate foeuer , bee: fo hardy as ta imprint, or 
cauſe them to be imprinted, or inauy'wiſe ro 
keepe them by bim,or torread them, vnder the 
penalties, mentioned, on that behalfe in, the 
holy Connell of Trent, as: alſo in the Index 
of prohibited- baokes. Eniayning likewiſe 
vnder the ſame. penalties., that Whoſacuer 
now hath , or hereafter ſhall haue the ſaid 
bookes, doe foorthwith <oþon notice of this 
preſent day. ye-ld then vp\to the. LacalLOr- 
ainaries or Inguifitars. HS 


« Now the bookes are theſe 


that follow. 


Fe firſt ranke of cuuill Concluſions con- 

cerning conuentuall and irregular ſucceſ- 
ſion, made by Bartholomew Muſculis. 

Mercurius Gallobelgicus ſeconding Sleidan. 

Or the continue of the hiſtoricall narra- 

K tion 
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1 Fion-of occurrences in France, qnd the 
Low countreys eſpecially, and alſo in 
Spaine_, Italy, England, Germany, Flun- 
gary, Tranfiluanid.., and other places ad- 
toyning, from the yeere 15 55. Unto the 
yeere 15 70. By Gotard Artus of 
Dantsk. 

Dialexeis: Academicz , | 2, \Orations, 
Prefaces, Diſputes, Epiſtles, and Verſes, 
made by Adam Theodorns Siberus. 

The humble ſupplication of Roger Widaring- 
"on -an Englyh Catholique , Fonts our 
moſt holy Lord Pope Paul the F. 

Sphins 'Theologico-philoſophica, now 
the faxt time newlyreuiued and renewed, 

and more finely furmſhed:then eucr b2- 
fore. 

The Hiſtory of the affaires and City of Anz« 
fterdam, written by Tohn Iſacius Ponta- 
as. 

A. political and hiſtorical Diſcourſe dut- 
ded into three ſections, by agnb Berrin- 
ger Pbilirens, 

A ſmall Booke bearme this title , Marcus 
Antonius de Dominis Arch- biſhop 


of 


|? 
of Spalato , declareth the motiues of his 
departure : in which Booke are reſÞe- 


Aiuel)-conteined very many propoſitions, 


formally hereticall, erroneous, ſchiſmatt- 


call, ſauourmg of herefte , blaſphemous, 


ſcandalous, and contumeltous against the 


Catholique Romane Church. 

Znd becauſe i the aforeſayd Booke , the.. 
Author profeſſerh , thar he will ſhortly ſet 
foorth acertaine Worke of his concerning 
the Chriſtian Common - wealth, 
which he will compriſe im tenne Bookes, 
and doeth there propound the matter, 
which hee handlech in euery of the ſ[ayde 
Bookes, in which hceexpreſly auoucheth, 
that hee teacheth divers propoſitions : 
which,becauſe they are manifeſtly hereti- 
call, therefore by this preſent Decree his 

ſayd Worke is forbidden in all places, and 
in all languaves, whether already printed, 
or hereafter to be printed. 

Tn witneſſe whereof to this preſent Decree, 
the moſt illu8trious , and moFt renerend 
Lord Cardinall of S.Cecale, Biſhop of 
Alba hath ſet to hu hand and Sca7e. 
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Giten the 12, of Nouember. I616. 
P, Epiſe. Albanen. Card.S. Cecilie. 
Regiſtr. fol.1 10. 


the place of the « Seale. 


Frier Francis Magdalenus C abiferreus, 
Of the Order of the Preachers, 
Secretary. 


Printed at Rows, in the Printing-houſe 
| belonging roche Apoſtolique 
Chamber, 1G I 6. 
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eeA parcellof Obſeruations vpon 
ſome conſiderable points in . 

this Decrce, 

His damnatory Decree of the 
*#fF+Y moſt venerable Congregation 
Gb of Cardinalls:, hauing raken 
JE the paines. to flic ouer the 
Alpes, and now ſ{tooping lo 
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for certaine would more or lefle berideit, if 


ic ſhould either incurre contempt among 
the many , who are bald cnough, withour- 
booke to' cenfure theſe Book-cenſters, or 
on the otherſide thould: be conſtrued mote 
rigorouſly, then irwas:meant , and fo breed 


ſcandallinthe minds of ouertender Roman- 
Catholiques. Very neceflary thereforcit; is, 


by way of explanation, ro: detnondtrate the 


laudable endevours of our wdicious Index- 
maſters, who in managing this rroubleſome 
affaire, haueſhewed their habylities, and kept 


on foote their ancient vertues of: diligedce, 


prudence,clemencie, and ingentoulſneſle. 
1. The firſt yertue( wh ch ouerrunneth 
all the reſt for haſte ) is their nimble dili- 
[10 L gence, 


Al parcell of Obſernations 


gence, and aQvitie, in preſent damming vp 
| that wide breach , which was like to beare 
downe the bankes and rampiers of the Pa- 
pacie, Surely men of the vulgar mould ,if 
they had bene thus at once perplexed with 
a double paſlion, would haue bene ſtricken 
with the ſpirit of ftlupiditie , like him , who | 
ſeeing his houſe on fire, ſtood ftone-ſtill ga- 
zing at his owne misfortune , able/neither 
to bring , nor call for helpe. But our wor- 
thy champions of the Romane Court, be- 
ing ſenfible enough of their deepe wound 
inflicted by this moſt Reucrend,and learned 
Archbiſhops rclinquiſhment of their party, 
as'al{o beſtead with feare of a more mortall 
blow approching from his prepared forces, 
yet forget not betimes to beftirre, and be- 
take themſclues to thetr wonted remedies. 
Now the current cures of theſe maladies by 
the preſcript of the Romane-Licenciats,are 
performed in two methods, working ypon 
the aduerſary , either by ſurpriſing| his per- 
ſon,or b calling i and hiding his weapons. 
'Fn rhe £n the predominants are force and 
fraud, 1nthe other, cenſure and authority. 
Here, I heare, ſlackneſle is obieed for 
omitting the appreheading of the principall 
{the Authour) and in ſtead thereof arraig- 
ning and condemning the acceſſories ( his 
Writings.) But intcueth the Romane Super- 
utſors haue not hercin come ſhort of their 


pon the former Decree. 


duetie, bur of opportumitie. For the Reus- 
rend Biſhop of Spalato, hauing formerly ſe- 
queſtred , and retyred himfelic from Dalme- 
114 into the Citte of Vexice_, there could not 
cicher in that Citie,or in his Prouince,be any 
preſent miſſe ot hum vpon his departure out 
of taly:ſo that the firſt noiſe, and notice of his 
diſclaiming their partie , came to them from 
his owne voluntary att; firſt, by ſending his 

ertificatorie letters to the Senate of Yewice, 
from Coyraa chicfe Citic of the Griſoxs : and 
ſhortly after, publifking in print at Heidelberg, 
this his Manifeſto, which hee before had pri- 
uarely writtenat Yemice : Which no ſconer 
faw the light vponthe 25. of October, but. 
preſently it was tranſported (quadrizs. albu) 
by poſte to Yerice; and thence by the Popes 
Nenciothere, fent away to Rowe; where by 
the twelfth of the next moneth, it was nim- 
bly doomed to filence by them , that whet- 
red their teeth to bite the ſtone, when they 
couldnot faſten vpon the hand tharflung ir, 
Yet this alſo was foorthwirh endeauoured, 
by beleaguering the paſſages through Ger- 
wany, and diſperſing ſecret VVatrrants for his 
ſtay and apprehenſion. Bur theſe ſnares were 
ſer too late, andother incident dangers by 
ſea, by land, by ſolitude, by company , by 
ſickneſſe, by difcouery, were all overcome 
by Gods ouer-ruling hand : ſo that the miſle 


argueth not Wantof zeale in them, that ypon 
L 2 the 


A parcell of Obſeruations 


the firſt alarme aroſe ro purſue him, but ra- 
therwant of-regulacitic in him , who rooke 
not his ſolemne lcaue of the Popes Nnnei at 
Fenice; of whom he ſhould ſurely haue had 
authentique letters of paſſe, and perperuall 
promfion of ſafer lodging, then he was like 
to finde in the villages and by-wayes, tho- 
row which he paſſed yncouth and vnſaluted, 

2, Nextto their diligence, may wee be- 
hold their prouidence, in not onely nipping 
rhe head and root of a weed already ſprung, 
bur alſo digging to kill the harmefull ſeedes 
of other, likely cre long to ſhoot foorth. 
Good wiſedome it was to ſend foorth per- 
euſſorem' contra pracurſorem , to take off the 
hcad of this fore-running Manifeio, which 
proclaimed it ſelfe to be Yox clamants in de- 
ferto, and to prepare the way for a greater 
comming afrer. But Herod is too coole a 
precedent in this, as alſoin his child-laugh- 
ter. Pharaoh comes neerer in his mandate to 
the midwines, Butthe very caſc of this pro- 
uidenr courſe is exemplified in thoſe, to 
whom the Poet thus , Ermondum natis dirawve- 
mens dats, who makethe wombe the tombe, 
and depriuc abortiues of that light , whiclx 
they neuer enioyed, 

Some perhaps that dreamt of that olde 
Sentence, PFs 4s gvxir will call theſe courſes, 
both cowardile, and crueltie: Others vnskil- 
full in booke-quelling , will ſay, that it had 
Fbanl bin 
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bin faire play to haue ſuffered. this vnborne 
ten-fold brood , firſt ro rake breath, 'and 
then to grapple with cuery of them ſeuc- 
rally, Alas,theſc nouices forget, that ir is,not 
crueltie, but prouidence to: cruſh in the ſhell 
ſuch vipers : and therein this learned Confi- 
ſtorie youchſaferh ro take their lefſon from 
the Pygmees, who berimes march foorth in 


troopes, to breake the egges of the Cranes; 


whoſe young, hauing once hard bills, would 
peck out their braines, Beſides this example, 
they haue alſo a booke-caſe for it. Titius 
reſoluing to contradict and beare downe 
Sempronms 10 a publique aſſembly, and bee- 
ing ouertaken with a napp, was ſuddenly a- 
waked, and told in meriment, that Sempronius 
had newly ended a large ſpeach fraughe 
with arguments againſt him, 7 ztzwinſtant- 
ly ſtarts vp, and lowdly ſayth ; Worthy Au- 
ditors, I deny all that Sempronius hath now 
fayd: Foorthwith being told,that Sempronius 
had as yet ſayd nothing; Then, quorh he, F 
deny all that he will ſay. Much more po- 
werfully doe theſe mich more watchful 
contradiors refute their {ilent aduerſary, 


reſolutely dooying and defying whatſoeuer 


ſhalbe ſaid in rhoſe ten vapublithed Bookes; 
being forſooth ſo: skilfull Prognoſticators, 
that they can out of the very ſound of the 
name, foretell their fortunes and diſtempe- 
re | complexion , that they will be no more 
Li3 ' nor 
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nor lefle then formally Hereticall : and there- 
fore to be all at once (wept away with one 
Damnamus, A fairc winding vp of this bu- 
| fines : whereas to vndertake punQually to 
confute them , would prouec both a tedious 
and hazardous conflict, But now by this 
meanes t#4 ſunt &þ mute omnis > All is buſh 
and cockſure, 

3. This ſureand ſharpe proceeding is yet 
welrempered with compaſs:on and modeta- 
tion 3in thattheſfe Judges would not haue the 
Spalatian Arch-bithop to ſtand vp ſingleto 
this IndiAment, but for the getting him ſome 
company to match with him to the dungeon 
_ ef Suppreſsion, they take the paines to ran- 
ſacke all blind corners forthe making vp of 
2 damned crew : whereto, rather then fail-, 
ont-dated Kalendars of Gallo-Belgicus, and 
other Pamphlers of ſmall import muſt helpe 
to make vp number. MH 

[This ſome miſdeemers impure to their 
penury, as hauing no berter in ſtore: others 
to dilsimulation and concealement of their 
priefe, left they ſhould ſeeme to reſſenttheir 
loſſe, or tobe ſtung with his writings: others 
tro diſdaine, as not vouchſafing that honour 
totheir enemie to ſer foorth an Edit againſt 
him onely, but rather imitating the Huntſ- 
man, who bcnding his bow to ſtrike a faire 
Stagge, puts forth rowards the Standing, for 
ſhew, other raskall Deere with him, But cer- 
tes 
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tes the true and onely motive hereto was 


their gentlenefle and compalsion, ready to 
yeceld Solamen miſers, 8c. and therefore pro- 
uiding for him the ſolace of ſociety and part- 
nerſhip in miſery ; Whereia they yecld him 
a ſecond fauour, in ranking betorc him, as 
more capitall offenders, thoſe, that had nor 
ſo deepely tranſgrefſed as he; which was the 
greateſt kindnefle that Polypheme could af- 
ford Yiyſſes among the other Capriues in his 
Caue, to makethelaſt bir of him. 

And howlſocuer it may ſeeme thar the ſaid 
worthy Arch-biſhop was the oncly marke 
here aymed at, as if all che reſt were. but 
painted polts, and Turkes of ten pence, to 
fill and adorne the ſhooting-field ; yer furcly 
that is notakogether true, Forhere ſtands vp 
a Roman-Carholike crouded intothe mid{it, 
an{weringto the name of Roger Widarinetor, 


by whom the oath of Allegeance hath bin ſo 
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ſoundly defended, and the Popes temporall 
encrochments ſo ſtoutly rebated, thathe de- 
ſcrueth ro bee accounted no- ſhadow in-this 
muſter, With good reaſon. therefore doe 
they clap their hand vpon his mouth , and 
beat him backe from intruding with his fup- 
plications to his Holineſfe, and replies vpon 
the Schalking Cardinall. al ttt. 
. Another vertue ( among' many yet 
behiad vnfearched) is their ingenious ſub- 
tiltie in ſo framing this Edi&, that in the 
dl princt- 


_ 
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principall dint of it there is implied equiuo- 
cally the force of an Indulgence, voder the 
forme of a Reitraint. For as for the ren- 
ſtrong Volume ſuppoſed herero be baniſhed 
(Leege & lenionibus ) by right and might our 
of all Catholike Dominions, theſe caurelous 
Fathers are ſo farre from diſplaying the ten 
heads of thar body ( a SpeQacle hideous, and 
dangerous for Romaniſts to behold, leſt ic 
ſhould preſently diſpapalize chem ) that they 
hauc not ſo much as cited the rotall by the 
righrname expreſſed inthe foredamned Ma- 
nifeſto. There the booke carrieth the name, 
which the true father gaue ic from the Sub- 
ie&twhercot it treateth, De Repub,Ecileſqaſtica. 
Here our Compolers of the blacke bill haue 
_new-chriſtened and killed it vaderthe name 
of De Repub. Chriſtiana: drfteringas much, as 
the Vniuerſall Church of Caurisr trom the 
Gouernoutrs and ouerſcers thereof, ro whom 
Ecclefiaſticall Office and FunQtion is appro- 
priated. { | 

Some are.ſo bold.; as to attribute this ex- 
change to furious haſte, which, though ir 
ſtrike: home , yer commonly mufſerh the 
ayme, and maketh the battery in the wrong 
place. But farre be ir from vs, to; liken theſe 
inſpired Fathers to Sau, who, whence cuill 
ſpirit troubled him, miſſed Dad, and ranne 
his ſpcare againſt the wall. Otchors,thar their 
large depuration per vniner/am Remp,Chriiti- 
35: ||| þ ana 
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arm through the whole Chriſtian common- 
weale ( fwelling in the title of this Decree, 
and 'repeated in the body chereof)) did fo 
ring in theireares that they thought 'enery 
booke' De Rep. did Eccho againe voto them 
theit Reſþ.Chriftiana : But (ure the ſubſſgning 
Cardinall, and Apoſtolique Printer, vſe nor 
ſo to ſlubber oner fuch ſacred buſineſle. 
The moſt probable conicQture in ſo diffi- 
cultand myſterious a poynt is, that thele pro- 
uident priuy-counſailers ynto his Holineſle 
conſidering, that the ouer-ſtrit prohibiting 
of Bookes was vnto their ( now our) Reuec- 
rend Spalatenſis a great cauſe of ſcandall, and 
reuolt, hereupon thought fit torakea middle 
courſe, and play on both fides concernin 
theſe ren expeRed, ſuſpe&ed bookes; (o for- 
bidding them , that the. blind} 740bedicnr 
might tollow the intention agaisl the words, 
and ſtill winkewherethe Te#XHts De Repub. 
Eccleſiafticathall lie open. Burif any (as isthe 
diſpoſition of many) ſhall with ſuch violent 
reſtraints be more whetted to runne 7» ver;- 
iam, and to cate of the forbiddenruit,.chen 
may they take the words, leauing the inten- 
tion. and legally abate this Writ of Prohibi- 
tion, by the Plea of Meſnomer, and finally ſo 
keeping their eyes pure from all Writings of 
Marc-Antony concerning the Chriſtian Com- 
mon-weale, may boldly reade his worke of 
the -Eccleſiafizcall Common-weale , when it 
M com- 
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commeth foorth :. VVhich I pray Gop they 
may to their better inſtruftion, and imitation ' 
of the moſt Reuecrend, Tudicious, and ſingle- 
hearted Author, in finding out, profeſsing 
and publiſhing the Trueth of Gop. 
Whoſe Name be glorified by them 
_  andysAallinthe Catholique 
Church foreuer,, 
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A LETTER 


Lately written to the aforeſaid 
moi Reucrend Arch-bifh, by the Honou- 
Table George Lingelſheim Dodor of both the 
Lawes, and Counſailour of Statero the 
righthigh and yy! Prince'Fr E- 


DER 1 Cc K thefft,Count Pala- 
tineof Rheine,&c. 


ILLVSTRISSIMO ET Ml . 
REVERENDISSIMO VIRO, 


Domino M ax co AxrTon1o De * 
Dominis , #Y3.3 wag finer » Domuno 
 meo eokendo. 
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Se us ts 


Londiniunyo, 


[luſtciſſime & Reuerendidl meDomine, 


PITERAS tnas Hage datas 22. | 
9 Now, rele nuhiredatait Alber- | 
| 


/ 4 | tus Mortonus, go 1412 AHLE ACCE= 
7 peramus, ſaluem te Hagan. per- 
La nexijſe, C- benigne acceptiim ab il- | 

lultriſsimo Principe Mauricio , na | 
D uemg, bellicam. ſnam prabitan, | 
qua turns in Britannianm ITa}ceres, Luo nomine gande- bi 
mus ac gratulamur, ac porro vota factmuns, ut ſaluns plu- 1} | | 
rimum- commodare res Chriſtiane poſsis, Scriptum. TT: 
um, us inſſeras bic recuſum , & ſupra X L. exempla- | _, || 38 
Tiago ip omnes partes ad amicos meos mſi, atg, utipetis, 14 
exemplar iſt1s adinngo, Exits tuns e Babylone mcen- | . RY 
dit acriter hoſtes Veritatis, atq, iam Rome ac CMedio- 4 4 
lani Edifto Scripta tua probibita, etiam futhre; Nan | | 
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accnrate ſibi canent, Etiam leſuite Bruxellenſes,quum. 
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ſtigiof' Thmi apied Venetos, teſtimonium tihi prabeant In-' 
citle *te ate vite,' Den gf ſanttq Fprrics tibi aaſir, mt 
opus trum oabjalgere , o plurimntinnare, Of vie. 
Ueritatts. aucere queas. | Sereniſrimus Elector cunt. 
74910 gandionancrum accepit, de recuperata valetudine 
tua, & felics adtentus Hagam , & optat tibs ſecunda om- 
a , uti Magnit Prafettus,caterig, college mei; etians 


Pl enins, quidolet (e abfuiſſe, qumm bas tranſires, & [a- 
6 UM plurimam- aicit. Vale 1" Domine. 
Heidelberga 19. Decemb, 1 6 1 6 
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 « The ſame in Engliſh. 
TO THE"MOST 1LLVS- 
TRIOV® AND Mo x 


REVEREND, MARC-ANTONY - 


de Rominis, Arch-biſh, of Spalato , my much 
relpeRed Lord. 

| Giue theſe 

| at LONDON. 


and mol Renerend, 


Our Letters from the Hage, of 
C4 the 23. of Nouember,wereduly 
& delivered vnto me by MF, Alterr 
2 Yag Morton, Before the receit wher- 
4 S 2, of we otherwiſe vr der{tood that 
Gn IJ. you came fſafeto the Hage, and 
Ve ABI WH were very courteoully entertai- 
ned by Grave Manrice his Excellencie, whom it 
pleaſed to appoynt one of his Ships of warre tocon- 
uey you ſafely over into England. For whichyour 
good fuccelle we are heartily glad, and doecongra- 
tulate the fame, conticuing' our prayers for your 
health and welfare, tothe aduancement of the pub- 
liquegood of Chriſtendome.- Your Booke accor- 
dingto your appointrhent hath bene-here reprinted; 
AndI haue diſperſed among my friends in all parts 
aboue fourty of thoſe Copies : of which our latter 
Impreſsion There ſend you oneas youdelired. 

Your departure out, of Babylon hath deepely 
ſtung and'mcenſed theentmites of the Trueth ; So 
that nowalready both at Romeand MillaineEdiQs 
are ſet foorth for rhe prohibiting of your writings, 
even thoſe which yet you haue not publiſhed : So 


prouident and cautelous is this generation, Tae 
leſuites 
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leſuits of Bruſlels, becauſe itlieth not within their 
reaci to doe other miſchiete, make bolde tonibble 
at your good name, and labour to empaire the 
worth and v:eight of your” WMority. | But all in 
vaine: Forin Ve 1ice the ryoft preciſe Papalin's doe 
veeld you good teftimonie of your blamelefle life, 
GoD alli{t you with his noly Spirit; and enable you 
to finiſh your intended worke, that you|may reach 
forth your helpiag hand to many, and leade them 
12to the way of trueth, 

Our moſt renowned Prince the Pal/egraue was 
not a little joyed , when notice was given to his 
Highnelle of the recouerie of your health, and of 
your proſperous arriuall at the Hage, His Highnes 
now recommendeth to you his beſt wiſheg, of all 
good {uccelle, as allo the L. Preſident of Hi bdigh- 
nelſe Counſaile doth the like, and the reſt of my 
fellow-Countellers.In ſpeciallP/ſſenize,who is ſory 
that he was abſent when you' patſed this way, and 


 nowdoth heartily commend himlfelfe ynto you. 


Farewell molt illuſtrious $S*, 
From Heidelberz.this 1 9.of Decemb, 1016. 
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